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Introduction

This project intends to find out how the cultural practices of different communities influences the process of child rearing. This will be through an ethnographic study of three families from different social backgrounds. The interviews are one of the ways to prove the findings on childrearing practices from existing literature. The project seeks to identify the major dimensions of variations in child rearing practices as they are applied around the world. There is limited literature on child rearing and infant care form a cross-cultural perspective suggests marked cultural differences concerning the practices and the beliefs of infant care. This article unravels the visible differences that define cultural perspectives of child rearing. The three families to be interviewed families represent the diversities this project intends to prove. The practical adherence to cultural norms is present even in the communities living in the same location but have different socio-cultural backgrounds.

Child-rearing practices in different cultures are of importance in passing on cultural values from one generation to another. Differences on the value system between societies have an impact on how parents socialize their children and the way they take care of them. In most cultural dimensions, there is no single value, which is greater than others are. The values can only be different. According to Liamputtong, mothers are the conventional caregivers if infants. Most cultures link motherhood to high moral value. In some cultures such as the Hmong culture children are regarded as the prosperity of the family; and having children is the most desirable thing in the community. Hmong women are expected to be able to bear many children. A woman is ideal if they are able to bear as many children as her mother did or her mother-in-law did. Form the socio-cultural perspective; children are valued for three major reasons. Firstly, they secure the survival of their parents and the families. Secondly, in most patriarchal societies, children are the only source of power for their mothers. This implies that a woman will only be respected in the community once she is able to bear and bring up children.  Thirdly, children tare the surest way for the continuation of the society. They represent the future of the society in every aspect.

Cultures also vary on the way they socialize children in the society. For example, cultures differ on the emphasis on individualism and collectivism. Individualistic cultures focus on personal achievement while the collectivistic cultures train children to focus on group effort and the need to cooperate with others for the good of the whole society (Lambert, Hamers& Frasure-Smith, 2009). There is a difference between American and Japanese mothers on infant socialization and treatment. Japanese mothers encourage their children to attend to them, after the child is directed some aspect of the environment. American mothers encourage their babies and support them regardless of whether they attended to the environment or their mother. Parents in this case are found to be responsive rather than unresponsive. Unresponsive parenting is associated with aggression, delinquency, difficulty in maintaining intimate relationships, and moodiness. 

Infants have more than one caregiver in some cultures and one in others. Infants with more than one caregiver have strong attachments with more than one person. Cross-cultural research, however finds out that it is common practice in many cultures for an infant to have more than one caregiver. In most of these cultures, the mother only plays the guiding role while the entire role of care giving is left to other members of the family or a hired individual within the same society. Care giving is the only non-industrialized aspect of childrearing. Only 3% of cultures reported the mother as the sole caregiver. One or more individuals other than the mother was much involved in care giving during infancy in about 40% of families in the world and the figure keeps rising to 80% in some families. Some studies indicate similarities in childrearing while others report absolute differences. Mothers and their infants in cultures such as Germany, Greek, Yanomani, Indian and Triobriand Island, have similar mother-infant communication patterns. In all these cultures, there are similarities in mother-infant conversations with eye contact being dominant. 

There are different attachments styles for infants in different cultures. The strange situation test by Ainsworth and bell reveals different styles for different communities. Using the model on infants from the United States, Japan, Israel, and Germany differences and similarities come out clearly. American infants show secure attachments at about 71%, 12% show resistant attachment, and about 17% exhibit avoidance.

The project has three families I interviewed from different social-cultural backgrounds. The families are An African-American family form the Igbo community from Nigeria. The second was a Chinese family, and the third was typical Irish family. The Nigerian family had a child with disability.  The child was blind and the mother said the baby was born with the condition. The Irish family had a teenage girl expecting a baby before marriage. The interview intended to get a clear comparison about the research findings available on culture and its influence on child rearing and the practical aspects that are explicit about the interviewee families. The respondents form the Igbo community shared information about the value of children in among their community. Values and traditions play a very significant role on how the Igbo children are raised. Before childbirth, there are preparations through feasting, and a series of song dance. Midwives prepare herbs as a precaution of any emergencies that may arise. Among the Igbo, primary caregivers are the close female relatives to the family. 
The Igbo appreciate the extended family. Families connect with each other even when they live on another continent. The interviewee family had members of the extended family taking care of the blind child.  The caregivers help in the development of the child by assisting the mother during weaning sessions. Family solidarity is a crucial feature among the Igbo. Children are expected to maintain the solidarity of the community through learning its traditions. The boy child is traditionally valued among the Igbo because of it’s a patriarchal society.  A child is expected to grow up with high morals with a code of dressing that covers the entire body. According to accounts from the mother, the Igbo bring up their children with girls separated from boys. Mixing is discouraged with clear gender roles for children. Children from the age of five spend most of their times with the senior males while the girls with their mothers. In the past, education was emphasized for the boy child (Duru, 2001. The girl child grew up preparing for marriage. However, the mother explained that contemporarily, all children are expected to attend school due to societal demand on both gender. In Nigeria, school attendance for children begins at age five. 
The Chinese family was also cultural in childrearing practices. The Chinese parents tended to be more controlling and less expensive. The family was high on its attitudes about independence and the parents confirmed in the interview on their expectations high academic achievements for children. The mother was highly restrictive and she reported physical punishment to the child. As the bay crawled around the utensils, she kept yelling at him to detract him from moving closer to them. The mother in the Chinese culture is largely involved in care giving. For instance, the mothers encouraged the two months-old to practice, control pitch, and pitch modulation. There were high control levels by parents. Gender roles are prescribed in traditional Chinese societies where stereotypic gender roles are socialized primarily in the family, and reinforced by other institutions. The Chinese have a greater value attached to sons than daughters because of their patrilineal continuation culture, which reserves inheritance in sons. Care giving among the Chinese is done by mature women mostly middle-aged

The Irish family was different from the first two-interviewee families. The mother expressed a lot of warmth for the baby. She was less restrictive and appeared to let the child romp around in the big living room. On interviewing the family, the mother expressed changes in their childrearing traditions. Initially boys were prepared to be breadwinners and the girls to be housewives. However, education empowerment among girls has changed the practice. Both gender are given equal opportunity in accessing education and expected to excel in equal measure. 

The selection process of the families to interview was based on the diversification index required for the samples. The three cultures from different continents of the world represent the variables. The unique aspect about the families is how they managed to maintain their cultural orientations way from their respective countries. All the families are in the United States as immigrants and they still uphold traditions and cultural practices that define their communities. 

All three families interviewed had the same objective of socializing their children within their societal norms and expectations. They differed on their approach to achieve the goal. In planning and teaching of childrearing cultures bit would be important to compare the changes occurring because of international integration and modern pressures in the society.

Recommendations

Children’s cultural backgrounds should influence curriculum planning because it influences their view of life.

Immigrants should have the opportunity to learn the cultures of residents before integrating them into the education system.

Modern caregivers should acquaint themselves with cultural backgrounds different communities to be effective on their job. 

References

Duru, M. S. (2001). Socialization among the Igbo: An intergenerational study of cultural patterns, familial roles and child rearing practices.
Lambert, W. E., Hamers, J. F., & Frasure-Smith, N. (2009). Child rearing values: A cross-national study. New York: Praeger Publishers.
Liamputtong, P. (2007). Childrearing and infant care issues: A cross-cultural perspective. New York: Nova Science Publishers.
Liamputtong, P. (2011). Infant feeding practices: A cross-cultural perspective. New York: Springer.
