
Learning to Look (1-2 pages)  
 Due Date: Thursday February 6th  
 
Overview.  For this assignment, you will be required to choose a print advertisement 
from a magazine, newspaper, or other source.  Write a thorough formal (visual) analysis 
of the advertisement, correctly using at least five Elements of Art and at least 3 Principles 
of Art from chapters 2-3 of Artforms.  Be as thorough as you possibly can.  Once you 
have completed your visual analysis, interpret the visual aspects of the advertisement in 
terms of its cultural context (date, publication, location, audience, etc.). Finally, evaluate 
the effectiveness of the advertisement based on both the visual analysis and the cultural 
interpretation. 
 
Format.  Your paper should be approximately one to two pages in length, double-spaced 
with standard one-inch margins.  Ideally, it should be divided into three parts: one labeled 
“source,” another labeled “visual analysis,” and a third labeled “Interpretation”:  
 
 Source: List the product, company, magazine (or other source), and year. 
 Formal Analysis: Be sure to thoroughly and accurately use the terms of formal 

analysis.  The best analyses will use as least 5 Elements of Art/Design (line, form, 
shape, color, motion, mass, space, time, texture, etc.) and 3 Principles of 
Art/Design (balance, rhythm, repetition, unity, variety, etc.)   

 Interpretation: Some things you may consider:  What is the advertisement’s context? 
(What is the product being advertised?  Where did you find the advertisement?  What 
is the target audience(s) of this ad?), Is there text? How does the image correspond 
with the text?  How does the image characterize the product or company?   

 Evaluation: Consider the following:  What is the main goal of the advertisement?  
Does the advertisement achieve this goal?  Who is the main audience of the 
advertisement?  Does the advertisement succeed in reaching that audience?  What 
“works” in the ad?  What doesn’t “work”? 

 
Include the original or color copy of the advertisement you chose to analyze.  See sample 
for complete formatting information.   
 
Checklist. 
 
________Essay 

________Advertisement (or Image of Advertisement) 

Things to Consider. 
 Be sure to choose an advertisement you find appealing or interesting on some level. 
 Spelling and grammar does count.  Be sure to proofread your paper. 
 For full grading guidelines, check the rubric. 
 
 


